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Description and Purpose 

Prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants to the storm drain 
system or watercourses from material use by using alternative 
products, minimizing hazardous material use onsite, and 
training employees and subcontractors. 

Suitable Applications 

This BMP is suitable for use at all construction projects.  These 
procedures apply when the following materials are used or 
prepared onsite: 

◼ Pesticides and herbicides 

◼ Fertilizers 

◼ Detergents 

◼ Petroleum products such as fuel, oil, and grease 

◼ Asphalt and other concrete components 

◼ Other hazardous chemicals such as acids, lime, glues, 
adhesives, paints, solvents, and curing compounds 

◼ Other materials that may be detrimental if released to the 
environment 

Limitations 

Safer alternative building and construction products may not be 
available or suitable in every instance. 

Categories 

EC Erosion Control  

SE Sediment Control  

TC Tracking Control  

WE Wind Erosion Control  

NS Non-Stormwater 
Management Control 

 

WM Waste Management and 
Materials Pollution Control  

Legend: 

 Primary Category 

 Secondary Category 

Targeted Constituents 

Sediment  

Nutrients  

Trash  

Metals  

Bacteria  

Oil and Grease  

Organics  

 

Potential Alternatives 

None 

Copyright 2025 by the California 
Stormwater Quality Association 
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Implementation 

The following steps should be taken to minimize risk: 

◼ Minimize use of hazardous materials onsite. 

◼ Follow manufacturer instructions regarding uses, protective equipment, ventilation, 
flammability, and mixing of chemicals. 

◼ Train personnel who use pesticides.  The California Department of Pesticide Regulation and 
county agricultural commissioners license pesticide dealers, certify pesticide applicators, 
and conduct onsite inspections. 

◼ The preferred method of termiticide application is soil injection near the existing or 
proposed structure foundation/slab; however, if not feasible, soil drench application of 
termiticides should  follow EPA label guidelines and the following recommendations (most 
of which are applicable to most pesticide applications): 

◼ Do not treat soil that is water-saturated or frozen. 

◼ Application shall not commence within 24-hours of a predicted precipitation event with 
a 40% or greater probability. Weather tracking must be performed on a daily basis prior 
to termiticide application and during the period of termiticide application. 

◼ Do not allow treatment chemicals to runoff from the target area.  Apply proper quantity 
to prevent excess runoff.  Provide containment for and divert stormwater from 
application areas using berms or diversion ditches during application. 

◼ Dry season: Do not apply within 10 feet of storm drains. Do not apply within 25 feet of 
aquatic habitats (such as, but not limited to, lakes; reservoirs; rivers; permanent 
streams; marshes or ponds; estuaries; and commercial fish farm ponds). 

◼ Wet season: Do not apply within 50 feet of storm drains or aquatic habitats (such as, but 
not limited to, lakes; reservoirs; rivers; permanent streams; marshes or ponds; estuaries; 
and commercial fish farm ponds) unless a vegetative buffer is present (if so, refer to dry 
season requirements). 

◼ Do not make on-grade applications when sustained wind speeds are above 10 mph (at 
application site) at nozzle end height. 

◼ Cover treatment site prior to a rain event in order to prevent run-off of the pesticide into 
non-target areas.  The treated area should be limited to a size that can be backfilled 
and/or covered by the end of the work shift. Backfilling or covering of the treated area 
shall be done by the end of the same work shift in which the application is made.   

◼ The applicator must either cover the soil him/herself or provide written notification of 
the above requirement to the contractor on site and to the person commissioning the 
application (if different than the contractor). If notice is provided to the contractor or the 
person commissioning the application, then they are responsible under the Federal 
Insecticide Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) to ensure that: 1) if the concrete slab 
cannot be poured over the treated soil within 24 hours of application, the treated soil is 



Material Use WM-2 

September 2025 CASQA Stormwater BMP Handbook  3 of 4 

 Construction 

 www.casqa.org 

covered with a waterproof covering (such as polyethylene sheeting), and 2) the treated 
soil is covered if precipitation is predicted to occur before the concrete slab is scheduled 
to be poured. 

◼ Do not over-apply fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides. Prepare only the amount needed.  
Follow the recommended usage instructions.  Over-application is expensive and 
environmentally harmful.  Unless on steep slopes, till fertilizers into the soil rather than 
hydraulic application.  Apply surface dressings in several smaller applications, as opposed to 
one large application, to allow time for infiltration and to avoid excess material being carried 
offsite by runoff.  Do not apply these chemicals before predicted rainfall. 

◼ Train employees and subcontractors in proper material use. 

◼ Supply Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for all materials. 

◼ Dispose of latex paint and paint cans, used brushes, rags, absorbent materials, and drop 
cloths, when thoroughly dry and are no longer hazardous, with other construction debris. 

◼ Do not remove the original product label; it contains important safety and disposal 
information.  Use the entire product before disposing of the container. 

◼ Mix paint indoors or in a containment area.  Never clean paintbrushes or rinse paint 
containers into a street, gutter, storm drain, or watercourse.  Dispose of any paint thinners, 
residue, and sludge(s) that cannot be recycled, as hazardous waste. 

◼ For water-based paint, clean brushes to the extent practicable, and rinse to a drain leading to 
a sanitary sewer where permitted or contain for proper disposal off site.   For oil-based 
paints, clean brushes to the extent practicable, and filter and reuse thinners and solvents.  

◼ Use recycled and less hazardous products when practical.  Recycle residual paints, solvents, 
non-treated lumber, and other materials. 

◼ Use materials only where and when needed to complete the construction activity.  Use safer 
alternative materials as much as possible.  Reduce or eliminate use of hazardous materials 
onsite when practical. 

◼ Document the location, time, chemicals applied, and applicator’s name and qualifications. 

◼ Keep an ample supply of spill clean up material near use areas.  Train employees in spill 
clean up procedures. 

◼ Avoid exposing applied materials to rainfall and runoff unless sufficient time has been 
allowed for them to dry. 

◼ Discontinue use of erodible landscape material within 2 days prior to a forecasted rain event 
and materials should be covered and/or bermed. 

◼ Provide containment for material use areas such as masons’ areas or paint 
mixing/preparation areas to prevent materials/pollutants from entering stormwater.  
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Inspection and Maintenance 

◼ Inspect and verify that activity-based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of 
associated activities.   

◼ BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated 
project type and risk level.  It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected 
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the 
conclusion of rain events. 

◼ Ensure employees and subcontractors throughout the job are using appropriate practices. 
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