
  

 

 Memorandum 
 

 

Date: November 7, 2019 

 

To: Bay Area Municipalities that are Permittees under the Municipal 

Regional Permit (MRP) 

 

From: BASMAA Board of Directors 

 

Subject: Revisions to PCBs in Priority Building Materials: Model Screening 

Assessment Applicant Package 
 

 

 

BASMAA developed a document entitled “PCBs in Priority Building Materials: 

Model Screening Assessment Applicant Package” (Applicant Package) dated 

August 2018.  The attached shows recent revisions that have been made to page 

5 of the model Applicant Package.  These revisions clarify references to federal 

regulations pertaining to disposal of PCBs-containing building materials.  The 

title page of the revised version of the model Applicant Package indicates the 

document is dated: “August 2018 (Revised November 2019).” 
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Notices to Applicants Regarding Federal and State PCBs Regulations 

Applicants that determine PCBs exist in priority building materials must follow applicable federal 
and state laws. This may include reporting to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), 
the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the California Department of 
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). These agencies may require additional sampling and 
abatement of PCBs.  
Depending on the approach for sampling and removing building materials containing PCBs, you 
may need to notify or seek advance approval from USEPA before building demolition. Even in 
circumstances where advance notification to or approval from USEPA is not required before the 
demolition activity, the disposal of PCBs waste is regulated under Toxic Substances Control Act 
(TSCA).  
Additionally, the disposal of PCBs waste is subject to California Code of Regulations (CCR) 
California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 22, Section Division 4.5, Chapter 12, Standards 
Applicable to Hazardous Waste Generators.  
Building owners and employers need to consider worker and public safety during work involving 
hazardous materials and wastes including PCBs. 
 

Federal and State Regulations 
 
Building materials containing PCBs at or above 50 ppm that were manufactured with PCBs (e.g., caulk, 
joint sealants, paint) fall under the category of PCBs bulk product wastes. See 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) 761.3 for a important information relative to disposal of PCBs-containing building 
materials, including definitions of PCBs bulk product wastes and PCBs remediation wastes. Also see the 
memorandum dated October 24, 2012 “PCB Bulk Product Waste Reinterpretation” from Suzanne 
Rudzinski, Director, Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery, EPA. 
 
Building materials such as concrete, brick, metal contaminated with PCBs are PCBs remediation wastes 
(e.g., concrete contaminated with PCBs from caulk that contains PCBs). 40 CFR 761.3 defines PCBs 
remediation wastes.  
 
Disposal of PCBs wastes are subject to TSCA requirements such as manifesting of the waste for 
transportation and disposal. See 40 CFR 761 and 40 CFR 761, Subpart K.  
 
TSCA-regulated does not equate solely to materials containing PCBs at or above 50 ppm. There are 
circumstances in which materials containing PCBs below 50 ppm are subject to regulation under TSCA. 
See 40 CFR 761.61(a)(5)(i)(B)(2)(ii).  
 
Disposal of PCBs wastes are subject to California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 22, Section Division 
4.5, Chapter 12, Standards Applicable to Hazardous Waste Generators.  
 
California hazardous waste regulatory levels for PCBs are 5 ppm based on the Soluble Threshold Limit 
Concentration test and 50 ppm based on the Total Threshold Limit Concentration test, see CCR, Title 22, 
Section 66261.24, Table III. 


